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[Read by Clive Chafer] The classic account of the Allied invasion of Normandy The Longest Day is

Cornelius Ryan's unsurpassed account of D-day, a book that endures as a masterpiece of military

history. In this compelling tale of courage and heroism, glory and tragedy, Ryan painstakingly

re-creates the fateful hours that preceded and followed the massive invasion of Normandy to retell

the story of an epic battle that would turn the tide against world fascism and free Europe from the

grip of Nazi Germany.  This book, first published in 1959, is a must for anyone who loves history, as

well as for anyone who wants to better understand how free nations prevailed at a time when

darkness enshrouded the earth.
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Famed author Cornelius Ryan has a unique and appealing way of telling a story that makes his

books quite unique, and this huge best seller is no exception. Here he sets the stage for his brilliant

trilogy on the war in Europe by chronicling the events surrounding the fabled Allied sea-borne

assault in Normandy on June 6, 1944. Its total cost in terms of human life and unnecessary

destruction is a cautionary lesson for history. Like his other books, this is a story told at every level,

but concentrating on the faithful recollections of the actual participants in the action. Thus, the

reader is wept into the action as we get a voyeur's view of the moment-to-moment development of

the story as it unfolds in all its horrific detail.There is a virtual cornucopia of information presented

here, and Ryan's approach is scrupulously faithful to the facts, all of them, regardless of the source.

Therefore, there is a great deal of attention paid not only to the recollections and experiences of the



Allied assault troops, but to German defenders and French civilians caught in the terrible crossfire of

the opposing forces. This was the book that originated the man-on-the-ground perspective that has

been subsequently used to such advantage both by Ryan and number of notable others. There is

little apparent effort here to color the results and make the Allies more circumspect and less

provocative in making and activating their star-crossed assault.
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